










































































WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

household tended to make her skillful in spinning and
probably in weaving as well, so that she received
preparation for the two most important occupations
of that time without any specialized training or the
serving of a formal apprenticeship.

In concluding this discussion of the employment of
women during the colonial period, some reference
must be made to the attitude of the public opinion
of that day toward their work. The early court
orders providing for the employment of women and
children were not prompted solely by a desire to pro-
mote the manufacture of cloth, There was, in the
spirit of them, the Puritan belief in the virtue of
industry and the sin of idleness. Industry by com-
pulsion, if not by faith, was the gospel of the seven-
teenth century and not only court orders but Puritan
ministers warned the women of that day of the dan-
gers of idle living.! Summary measures were some-
times taken to punish those who were idle. Thus
the ‘‘ Salem Town Records’’ show (December 5,
1643) ‘‘ It is ordered that Margarett Page shall [be
sent] to Boston Goale as a lazy, idle, loytering person
where she may be sett to work for her liveinge.”” In
1645 and 1646 different persons were paid ‘‘ for Mar-
garett Page to keep her at worke.”” Among the
charges against Mary Boutwell in the ‘‘ Essex Reec-
ords,”’ 1640, is one ‘‘ for her exorbitancy not working
but liveinge idly.”’

1 8ee Winthrop’s reference to the sermon of a Boston minister
in 1636 in “ History of New England,” i, 186.
32

THE COLONIAL PERIOD

Perhaps the best expression of the prevailing atti-
tude toward the employment of women at that time
is to be found in one of the Province Laws of Massa-
chusetts Bay for the session of 1692-93. The law
ordered that every single person under twenty-one
must live ‘‘ under some orderly family government,”’
but added the proviso that ‘‘ this act shall not be
construed to extend to hinder any single woman of
good repute from the exercise of any lawful trade or
employment for a livelihood, whereunto she shall have
the allowance and approbation of the selectmen . . .
any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing.”’

It is not, therefore, surprising to find that, in 1695,
an act was passed which required single women who
were self-supporting to pay a polltax as well as men.*
That this attitude was preserved during the eighteenth
century, the establishment of the spinning schools
bears witness. There was, however, the further point
that providing employment for poor women and chil-
dren lessened the poor rates, and the first factories
were welcomed because they offered a means of
support to the women and children who might
otherwise be ‘ useless, if not burdensome, to soci-
ety.”’

1« Province Laws,” i, 213: “All single women that live at
their own hand, at two shillings each, except such as through
age, or extream poverty . . . are unable to contribute towards the
publick charge.” Men, however, of sixteen years or upwards
were rated “at four shillings per poll.”
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WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

into common use long before this timfa.1 The im-
provements in spinning which greatly increased the
supply of yarn, created a new den?and for weaving
and as a result of the fact th%lt this had becomefan
occupation requiring less physical strength tha;n or-
merly, women were Imore and more fr(.aquent' 3;1 T;;
ployed as weavers. Tn 1814, the year In Whllcd )
power loom was introduced, Trench Coxe, calle a’-’
tention to this fact in his ¢ Digest of Man}lfactures.
¢« Women,”’ he said, ‘‘ relieved in a cons1derab1(?1 de-
gree from their former employmen.ts as car erts(;
spinners, and feeders by hand,' oc%asmnally turr;l ey
the occupation of the weaver with improved mac 11
ery and instruments, while the r.nale Weﬁ-wers emp ‘(;)If'
themselves in superintendence, mst.ructlon, superi
or other operations and promote thel.r health by doce}zil-
sional attentions to gardening, a.grlcultm;e: and the
clearing and improvements of their farms. o
An incident which occurred in the .town.of eltces-
ter, Massachusetts, in the same year,' is of 1nt.eres a:
an illustration of the extent to which weaving W;lx
then considered ‘¢ women’s WoT .’.’ One.a of t}}e efgli
clothiers of the town enlarged his business 1n
and began to manufacture woolen cloth. The Wes:;
ing was done by men in his shop, on hand loo;ns,
¢ the employment of men in what hzfd been before r(i-’
garded as within the peculiar province of females

; he flying shuttle in
1 Bi i, 333, 401, 410; for the use of t '
Englfai}cllop;e; Culiningham, “History of English Industry and

Commerce” (1903), ii, 502, 503;16

THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION

created an unusual degree of comment and these men
weavers were sald to be regarded in much the same
light as were the first men milliners and dressmakers
of a later day.

The history of the employment of women in the
cotton mills of this country will be traced in some
detail in a later chapter and a more extended account
will be given of the relative numbers of men and
women employed in weaving and in other depart-
ments. In conclusion, however, it should be empha-
sized that the earliest factories did not open any new
occupations to women. So long as they were only
‘‘ spinning-mills *’ there was merely a transferring of
women’s work from the home to the factory, and by
the time that the establishment of the power loom
had made weaving also a profitable factory operation,
women had become so largely employed as weavers
that they were only following this occupation, too,
as it left the home. It may, in brief, be said that the
result of the introduction of the factory system in the
textile industries was that the work which women
had been doing in the home could be done more ef-
ficiently outside of the home, but women were carry-
ing on the same processes in the making of yarn or
cloth. The place and conditions of labor had been
changed, but women’s work continued to be an im-
portant factor in the industry.
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